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honorable friend had said, that If the people of
England, were so dead to all their former feelings,
that they wished for these bills, then he w&s no lon-
ger a fit servant for such a people;,and he had*no
occasion to have made that declaration ; they did,
and must, know the frame and texture of his soul
could never suffer him to be the servant of slaves,
as they most be if these bills passed into laws. Mr.
Sheridan concluded, I still hope, that the principles
of the constitution are too deeply graven on the
hearts of Englishmen to be erased by any seduce-
ment, and still less by any system of intimidation.
The times are critical, no doubt, but there is, I
trust, in. the country, a sense arid spirit in the people
which will rise and prove equal to the occasion.
Mr. Fox's amendment was negatived without a division*

NOVEMBER 24.
TREASON   AND  SEDITION  BILLS*

MR. SHERIDAN took notice of the charge which
had been made of misrepresentation on the part of
those who oppose the bills now before the house*
He observed, that the minister complained of the
speeches which had been made upon them. He had
complained, that gentlemen who opposed him stated,
that these bills did not leave to the people the right -
of petitioning; that they said that all meetings for
that purpose had been done away. They had never
said so ; they had only said that the effect wished
from meetings on political subjects would be done
away; for if any meeting took place, it was in the
power of two magistrates to dissolve these meet-
ings at their discretion. Any meetings on the ques-
tions of war or peace; on the conduct of the minis-
ter ; on the miscarriages of his plans; on the nature
of his projects, and on all points for which the opi-
nion of the public could be useful in being made